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that, after losing this mortal life, he must enter into
everlasting death?’’ The French captains enlist no
soldiers more willingly than those from the village
of Lorette. ‘‘ For,” they admit, ‘*“ we know with
certainty that in the fray they will never desert the
standard, or yield before the enemy’s attack.”” And
as greatly as the French esteem them, so highly do
they esteem the French; and they revere above all
King Louis of France, on account of both his noble
deeds, and the zeal for the extension and protection
of religion for which they know him to be eminent.
Before they march to war, [and, if occasion require
it, to certain death,] they endeavor to strengthen or
recover God's friendship by laying their sins at the
priest’s feet; and they diligently preserve the grace
received in the sacrament —as I personally discovered
in the war quite lately waged, during which I was in
their midst. A savage who had escaped from the
English camp made his way to Quebec, and announced
that the enemy was at hand with three thousand
men. The Marquis de Vaudreuil, the commander of
the war, judged it best not to wait for the English.
He therefore hastily gathered two thousand men,
partly French and partly savages. The Lorettans,
thinking that they had been overlooked because they
had not been enlisted with their countrymen, sent to
me one of their chiefs, who complained of the injus-
tice, as they amicably styled it. I answered him
that a captain would soon come from the Governor;
in fact, he came at the very moment, and invited the
inhabitants of Lorette to join in the war. There-
upon great joy was felt in the whole village. No
one of an age to fight was missing, not even two old
men aged sixty years. Meanwhile, a sudden report



